
AN ACT OF CONGRESS TO RE-DEFINE “PERSON” IN 
AMERICA 

 
On July 1, 1862 when 11 southern states were not represented in Congress 
due to its Civil War, the remaining members of Congress passed “An Act to 
provide Internal Revenue to support the Government and to pay Interest on 
the Public Debt.” Therein Congress assigned an artificial meaning to the 
word “person” as follows. 
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